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even the criminals surrounding him, he softens the hearts of jailors
and others in authority. Such meek behaviour springing from
strength and knowledge ultimately dissolves the tyranny of the
tyrant. It is for this reason that I claim that voluntary suffering is
tlie quickest and the best remedy for the removal of abuses and
injustices.

It is now manifest that shouts of Bande Mataram or any other
in breach of jail discipline are unlawful for a non-co-operator to
indulge in. It is equally unlawful for him to commit a stealthy
breach of jail regulations, A non-co-operator will do nothing to
demoralize his fellow prisoners. The only occasion when he can
openly disobey jail regulations or hunger-strike is when an attempt
is made to humiliate him or when the warders themselves break,
as they often do, the rules for the comfort of prisoners, or when
food that is unlit for human consumption is issued, as it often is.
A case for civil disobedience also arises when there is interference
with any obligatory religious practice*

Young India, 29-12-1921

52.   INTERVIEW WITH BENGAL DELEGATED
AlIMEDABAD,
December 29, 1921
MAHATMAJI : What I suggest is that you ask me what you like.
A DBLKGATK i The question is difficult. Wo like (,<> know what would
be the procedure of our work.
MAHATMAJI : The resolutions that we have passed xnay be
summed up really in this manner that we want to answer the re-
pression of the Government expressed in the two notifications about
the disbandment of volunteers and the prohibition of public meetings.
Therefore we meet them by simply enrolling all men and women
as volunteers and we meet the notification prohibiting public
meetings by holding public meetings and committee meetings
whenever necessary and even when unnecessary. But there are
two ways; one is by goading the Government to take action against
us by holding public meetings even when it is unnecessary* But
my advice is : Do not do that. That will become offensive, not in
1 Published in the source as the "full text of the report of the Confer
ence held on 29th December last at Ahmedabad" between Mahatnu Gandhi
aad the Bengal delegates.